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Greetings to All Members and Friends! 
Please see below for details of our next events: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recent News: 

• The AGM was well attended, and it was a pleasure to welcome Life Members and WA 
Matters Family members, Carl and Lina. They have very kindly donated two poetry books 
that actually belonged to Muriel, found while sorting Muriel’s niece’s estate (Adrienne was 
Carl’s Mum). With notations in Muriel’s own hand, these are very special items, now available 
for display. We thank them wholeheartedly and will be eternally grateful for this wonderfully 
generous gesture. 

• While on the topic of books, thanks to Denise Schumann for her recent donation of several 
new titles to the library. 

• ‘The Power of Ones’ exhibition in the gallery room at NCW House has been substantially 
enhanced and is now open for viewing by groups. With two bookings already and other 
referrals expected, this looks to be our best exhibition yet. Dr Clem Macintyre’s forthcoming 
presentation will also attract additional interest. 

• A direct descendant of Augusta Zadow has been located! A friend of Sonya and long-time 
local neighbour to Frances, we hope to see her sometime soon. 

• Our MMS UK Friend, Mari Takayanagi (author and Westminster Parliamentary Archivist), will 
be taking leave to Feb 2025 to pursue some exciting research during this break – a Churchill 
at Cambridge (Women, Politics and Parliament 1918-1945) and then to the USA for the 
American Historical Assn’s New York conference and time at Harvard (UK/US comparison of 
interwar women, politics and Parliament), where we hope she may be able to shed further 
light on an interesting image of MM and The Grille in the Schlesinger Library. 

The Muriel Matters Society Inc.  

 MMS Week – ‘Candidate MM 1924’ Presentation 

Sunday, 27 October 2024, 2.00pm to 4pm  
at 

NCW House, 95 South Terrace, Adelaide 
(near Morphett Street – limited parking at rear) 

Enhanced ‘Power of Ones’ Exhibition will be open 

Meeting will be followed by Light Refreshments 

RSVP required please – murielmatterssociety@gmail.com 

The Muriel Matters Society Inc.  

MMS Meeting – Dr Clem Macintyre 
will present on 

‘Catherine Helen Spence - Multi Member Elections’ 
Sunday, 24 November 2024, 2.00pm to 4.00pm 

at 

NCW House, 95 South Terrace, Adelaide 
(near Morphett Street – limited parking at rear) 

Meeting will be followed by Light Refreshments 

RSVP required please – murielmatterssociety@gmail.com 

murielmatterssociety@gmail.com
murielmatterssociety@gmail.com


 
 
 
Recent News (continued): 
 

• The ‘Schlesinger Drawing’ is the same image we sent recently to MMS member Erin 
McKellar, who is also pursuing opportunities at Harvard! Hopefully, we will have new 
information on the image soon - fingers crossed, watch this space! 

• Distribution of the monograph in Queensland is on hold during their current state election. We 
are ready to go ahead when the dust settles - and as soon as the new Minister is in place! 

• The MM Award presentation at Parliament House will take place on Thursday 14 November. 
Please make sure your local high school is involved. Open to all students, past winners have 
been involved in some very interesting projects. Continued thanks to The Speaker and 
Education Minister Blair Boyer (and his department) for their support of the award. 

• Condolences to the families of members who have recently lost loved ones: 
Life Member Chris Maddocks was a wonderful, kind individual who gave freely of his time 
and expertise to The Society. Husband of our head researcher and Life Member, Marie 
Maddocks, Chris was responsible for The Caravan Map and other resources we deeply 
value. Frances and Steph represented The Society at the funeral. Chris will be greatly 
missed, and our deepest condolences go to Marie and her family. 
Member Elaine Arnold, her husband (former Premier) Lynn and their family have lost their 
Mom, Granny and Ouma, Jean Arnold. Jean was a presence at many Adelaide events over a 
long period of time and when ‘introduced’, paid Muriel keen interest. A card has been sent on 
behalf of The Society. 
Mary Beasley, trail blazing feminist (and Port Power fanatic) passed away in late September. 
Mary achieved many ‘firsts’, notably among them SA’s first Commissioner for Equal 
Opportunity, and was awarded an AM in 2004 for ‘service to Public Sector administration in 
SA and to the community, particularly as an executive member of organisations in the field of 
Arts, Education, Health and Community Celebrations’. The Society was represented at the 
funeral by Frances, who extended our condolences to Mary’s long-time partner, Susan. 

 
Memberships: 

**Please remember, to include your name when paying by direct debit – We still have 
payments coming through without identification and will need your help to allocate ** 

 
Membership rates: full membership $20.00 and concessional membership $10.00. 

Paid to date info and Reminders will be sent shortly with Christmas cards. 
Renewal Forms for 2024/2025 are available online 

www.murielmatterssociety.com.au/membership 
 
Merchandise & Talks: 
With Christmas approaching, a membership - or any of our great merchandise - is a wonderful 
gift! Everything is well-priced, and the 'ephemera of the future makes a great stocking filler! 
 
Public talks continuing – please feel free to recommend Muriel for gatherings and after-dinner 
entertainment. We are always keen to make new contacts and friends!  
 
**Please remember to update any change to your email address as quickly as possible** 

 
Diary Dates: 
Oct 27, 2024 - MMS Week Event – ‘MM Candidate 1924’ (see details over) 
Nov 24, 2024 – Meeting – Presentation on Multi Member Elections (see details over) 
December – Xmas Nibbles (TBC)  
 

The Muriel Matters Society Inc. 
PO Box 87, MODBURY NORTH  SA  5092 
M) 0437 656 700 

E) murielmatterssociety@gmail.com 
W) www.murielmatterssociety.com.au 
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